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GOODVSBAD
Luke 18: 9-18 Matthew 23

At the beginning of his ministry, after his baptism and temptation, Jesus called his first disciples, We hear
the story of the call of Matthew, the tax collector. Now, Jesus knew that tax collectors had the worst
possible reputation of all people in Jewish society. The tax collectors were scum if anyone was scum. The
tax collectors were the dregs of society. Why? For three reasons. First, they collected taxes. Second, they
collected taxes for the Roman government. Third, they made big money off of collecting taxes. If anyone
was considered a thief and a betrayer in Jewish society, it was the tax collectors. The tax collectors were
the richest people in town. They had the finest donkeys, the finest houses, the finest clothes. And, they
worked for the hated Roman government.

Jesus invited one of these shysters, a tax collector of all people, to be his disciple. This was not politically
correct. Let me tell you the story about Matthew, the tax collector. One day Jesus was invited to the home
of Matthew, his new disciple the tax collector. All the other people whom society regarded as "big sinners"
were there at Matthew's home. Who were these people whom the Pharisees considered "big sinners"?
The poor, the crippled, the blind, the scum of Jewish society. The Pharisees didn't approach Jesus
directly. Instead, they approached the disciples asking, "Why does Jesus eat a meal with such
contemptible folks as these?" Overhearing the Pharisees, Jesus replied, "Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.



Jesus was angry with the Pharisees and the Pharisees were angry with him. He grieved at the hardness
of their hearts. And what was the Pharisees' reaction to Jesus' blunt assessment of them? "The
Pharisees were filled with fury and plotted how to kill him." The dye was set. The mold was cast The plot
was beginning and would end only when the Pharisees plotted, planted and killed him on the cross. They
wanted him dead for saying, believing and teaching such things.

Yes, we human beings like a good story. There is a plot that gradually unfolds about the good guys and
the bad guys, the hero and the villains, about Jesus and the Pharisees.

In his teachings throughout his life, Jesus was clear about the Pharisees. The Pharisees were hypocrites,
phonies, pretending to be religious but they were not. The Pharisees felt superior to others around them
who did not attend synagogue; felt superior to those who did not tithe; felt superior to those who did not
pray in public. The Pharisees wanted praise and attention more than anything else. They would pray in
the synagogues so people would see them praying. They would give money to beggars so that other
people could see them giving. They covered their clothing with ashes so people could see them being
pious. It was all for show.

You then get to the end of the Jesus story. You get to Matthew 23 where Jesus was in Jerusalem for his
last Chapter of life on earth. You listen to Jesus' sharpest, most cutting,most lethal teachings about
anyone in the New Testament. Read Jesus' seven woes against the Pharisees. Talk about "in your face."
Talk about "eyeball to eyeball." Talk about "nose to nose." They all start, "Woe to you Scribes and
Pharisees, you hypocrites ..." WOW! Talk about strong medicine. Talk about strong language. Talk about
laying down the gauntlet. Talk about calling a spade a spade.

And what was the reaction of the Pharisees? The same as they had at the beginning of Jesus ministry.
The Pharisees plotted and planned to kill him. And they did.

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others
with contempt. "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 'God I thank you that I am not like other people; thieves,
rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income. But
the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and
saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than
the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted."

The big question is What does this parable mean for you and me?

Jesus does not want us to be like the Pharisees, to have hard hearts toward people whom the world
considers to be "obvious sinners," "outsiders," "back sliders." Jesus was angry at the Pharisees because
their hearts were hard. Their hearts were not soft. Their hearts were not full of the compassion of God.
We have a problem if our hearts are hard and not compassionate toward the "so called" sinners of
society.

The Pharisees thought they were better than the other more obviously sinful folk like lepers, the poor, the
maimed, blind and lame. The Pharisees were proud of their uprightness and moral rectitude and did not
perceive that they were lost. None of us is really attracted to people who are conceited and full of
themselves like the Pharisees. Usually, they are not likable people. We are not attracted to people who
are essentially selfish; who put on a religious front to gain appreciation from their church friends; who are
pure hypocrites, but do not realize it. (Or maybe they do, but just don't care)

Jesus wants us to have the heart and attitudes of that tax collector. Jesus wants us to be humble, to be
honest in our self assessment of our sinfulness. Jesus wants us to come to him on a daily basis and ask
for the forgiveness for the multitude of sins that we never escape. Jesus does not want us feeling



insideour secret hearts that our sinfulness is not as bad as someone else's sinfulness. At the heart of the
parable is the tax collector and his deep seated awareness that he was a flawed sinner in need of the
mercy of God. We never outgrow that.Throughout our lives we are aware that we are sinful and imperfect
people who need God's grace and mercy as a gift.

Jesus taught "Those who are well have no need of a physician. Those who are sick know that they need
a doctor." We Christians never outgrow our need for a physician to heal our sinful and imperfect hearts
and actions.

Who are you in this story? Are you the self righteous Pharisee who thinks he/she is better than the other
poor slobs whose life is not as good as yours? Or are you the tax collector who never ceases to pray as
he/she begs for God's mercy? What is your answer? Who are you?

AMEN

MY THOUGHTS ABOUT FAITH
by Anne M. Anglen s~}

CWPaitll
It's alright to have fun with our faith and having fun in church is OK.
God wants us to be positive and happy. Satan wants us to go into
church each week being sour, negative and broken ... and most of all,
he wants us to leave church without any healing, help, positivity or hope.

Christians must learn to take back what the devil has stolen from their lives. God gives us the power of
choice to make good decisions about what to do in our lives. God can restore what is gone, what is
sick,what is broken and everything that is wrong in our world. We need to have faith and just ask God to
take away our shame and sin, while at the same time asking for his forgiveness and grace. Worshiping
with fellow Christians and praising God together is a great first step in having the personal relationship we
need with God. Weekly worship with other believers helps us with continuity and stability of our faith.

Remember that God listens and he knows everything. Christians need to take time to talk to God and wait
for his response. Many times we are impatient with our prayers. My dad used to tell me that for everything
worthwhile I did for my church and others, God would give me "double for my trouble." Let's keep
believing, keep praying, keep worshiping and keep helping others. Just hang in there and don't give up.
Your "double" may not be here yet, but God's unfailing grace is on the way. Keep smiling and let's
continue to find joy in worship while still being reverent to our Heavenly Father.

Community
Thanksgiving

Worship
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24, 2013

6:30 PM

NORVIEW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pie Fellowship to follow service. Please bring
your favorite pie to share.



STATEOFTHE PLATE

Ever had to figure out which bill to pay first? Ever had to prioritize household activities based on
how much you had to spend? Frustrating and confusing, isn't it? That's the way it has been for
the last few months in the Finance Office. Our State of the Plate has been fair and that means
prioritizing bills--should I pay the oil bill or the power bill first? How much can I spend for a
church luncheon or do we put it off so we can have one next month instead? Thus, the constant
power struggle we face within the budget of our church. The plan has always been to pay
essential bills first and support all activities the church has scheduled when we can. The issue is
the budget. We may have $500or $1,000set as a "program" allocation for the year, but the plate is
actually empty because funds are not available. You see, our church runs a little backwards from
most budgets out there. We never really get the $500 or $1,000to start out with, and then deduct
as we use funds to support the associated program. Our's is more of a "yes, there is money to
support the need" and we spend it. The problem stems from the start of the year with our new
budget. we would have to have all of the money at that time to do this, or in our case, about
$250,000! Not a real possibility, unfortunately. Our saving grace in this has been good fiscal
management,excellent tithes, donations, and being thrifty about expenditures.

My point here is although we will not start with a large surplus or beginning balance, the three
items I mentioned- fiscal management, tithes, and thrifty spending makes our budget work. The
problems arise when anyone (or all) of the items becomes deficient. An emergency financial
payout occurs, tithes drop, or we have to buy items not on sale all affect our ability to support the
church's real purpose--Mission! I can say the first one occurs very rarely. The second is based on
many factors: the economy, weather, seasonal vacations, income loss, job availability,
government shutdowns, attitude, and even how pleasant the morning service was can affect
people's tithing habits. The last item I listed is often a need that is out of cycle or season and we
have to pay more than planned.

Our fix? Pray. Pray for your church and its leaders that we continue to expertly manage the
finances and priorities. Pray for support and donations to meet our requirements. Pray they
continue to overcome the reasons I listed above. Pray for all of these to help our church make its
mark in the community through missions and Jesus. It says it best in Proverbs 8: 20-21,"I lead in
the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgement: that I may cause those that love
me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures." Keep praying for our church and our
mission. The rest will fall in place and God will fulfill his promise to us.

Your time is still worth something and is worth more spiritually than a tithe when you donate it to
the church. Small and big opportunities are available. A giant thanks to all who do volunteer and if
you are looking for volunteer opportunities, contact David Clark @ 757-288-8120or 757-855-7289
or email david.d.clark@cox.net

Continue to pray for our church and church family as we continue the journey toward a more
perfecting congregation in Jesus name. Remember that all of your gifts and tithes provide
operating funds and program support for the church to continue God's work in the community,
city, and worldwide efforts of the United Methodist Church.

David D. Clark, Finance Chairman



CHURCH CONFERENCE
DURING WORSHIP
NOVEMBER 17,2013

Be sure to note that the DS
has changed the date!

This year's theme is "Pray
Without Ceasing." District

Superintendent Brad Phillips will preach. A
celebration of Holy Communion along with our
yearly church business will be conducted during
the worship service. This meeting is very
important so do make a special effort to attend.

The Youth
Group will
meet at
10:00 AM
in the
upstairs
youth
room on
Sunday,
November 10.
Breakfast will be served (Biscuits & juice).

YOUTH GROUP Grades 6-12
NEW TIME

FIFTY PLUS LUNCH BUNCH
Wednesday, November 20, 10:30 AM
Come for a brief business meeting, and then go
out to Arrowhead Shopping Center in
Kempsville for Lunch (and a little pool) at Q-
Master's. Toys will be collected to stuff stockings
for the church's project for the Salvation Army.

SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS

The United Methodist Men are managing the
Salvation Army Christmas Stockings this year.
It is basically the same as in previous years, but
this year if you do not want to stuff the stocking
yourself, you can purchase items and turn them
in to the UMM who will pack the stockings with
the collected gifts. You may also donate money

to purchase items to fill stockings. The Salvation
Army asks not to include candy or food due
to spoilage and allergy issues. Stockings are
for children between ages 6-11.
You may pick up stockings to fill from David

Clark. Turn in filled stockings or individual items
to the church office or to any UMM member.
The UMM will collect and sort items and stuff
the stockings at our next meeting. Choose gifts
that allow us to distinguish boy's stockings from
girl's. Write in large letters BOY or GIRL on the
cardboard topper. Stockings will be handled
multiple times so help to keep them intact by not
overstuffing or attaching items to the outside.
Also securely staple the cardboard topper.
Filled Stockings must be returned to David
Clark by Sunday, December 1, in order to
turn them into the Salvation army.

Suggested items to fill stockings:

key chains
jump ropes
memo/drawing pads
coloring/puzzle books
crayons
pencils/pens
colored pencils
markers (water based)
erasers
stickers
puzzles
combslbrushes
small books
small electronic games
lego type block kits
small doll sets
small carsltrucks
rubber bounce balls
water bottles
watches
sidewalk chalk
address books
small calendars
card gamesljacks
toothbrusMoothpaste
knit hat/gloves
hair accessories
socks



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN The Memorial Fund & The Bereavement Fund

THE MEMORIAL FUND is specific money which is given in memory of someone by donors. With this
fund a donor should:

(A) Use an envelope with the donor's name, the date, the amount, and the person for whom the donation
is being made.

(B) Place the envelope with the donation inside in the collection plate to be counted and recorded.
(C) Get credit for the amount donated on their church financial statement by our financial secretary, Gail

Riddick

Other memorial money received by mail or through the church office will be recorded by the church
counters. A letter will be sent from the church office to all donors and the families of those memorialized
with the names and addresses of all donors.

THE BEREAVEMENT FUND is money given to the church team that is responsible for purchasing food,
drink, and paper products used at receptions for funerals at the church. Sometimes we feed families at
home. With this fund, donors should be aware that:

(A) All money given to someone(usually in cash) is recorded in a notebook located in the church office.
(B) Donations are kept as "ready cash" to be used at a moment's notice.
(C) Donations to this fund are used to buy food from the donor instead of donors "bringing" food to the

function.
(D) Donations do not usually go through the church counters and financial secretary.

If you want your donation to the bereavement Team acknowledged on your church financial
statement for the year, then please place it in an envelope, mark your name, the date and amount,
earmark it "FOR BEREAVEMENT TEAM" and place it in the collection plate instead of handing it to those
planning the reception for a church funeral. If you hand your money to someone, it will not get recorded
on your financial statement by the financial secretary of our church.

I HOPE THIS NOTICE HELPS EXPLAIN THINGS TO EVERYONE INVOLVED WITH THESE TWO
FUNDS AT OUR CHURCH.

THANK YOU
ANNE ANGLEN
NUMC Secretary



FOOD PANTRY ASSISTANCE

EVERY WEDNESDAY 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Food and monetary donations are welcomed.
We will need extra everything during the next
several months for weekly help and
Thanksgiving Holiday Baskets. Hungry people
really do appreciate our efforts.

SALVATION ARMY NOVEMBER
OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER

Thursday, November 28
THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY MEAL
Set up 7:00 AM Break down 2:00 PM
Serve or Drive packed meals 11:00 AM until
2:00 PM
Call 216-4227 or go to www.HRSaIArmy.com

NORFOLK DISTRICT UMW

Friday, November 22, 9:00AM
Breakfast $4
Thanksgiving Service
Community UMC 1072 Old Kempsville Rd.
Virginia Beach 757-495-1021
Mission Project: Food for Tidewater Food
Bank
Reservations by November 18.

Saturday, December 7,9:00 AM
Breakfast $4
Aldersgate UMC 4320 Bruce Rd.

Chesapeake 757-484-8217
Mission Project: Toys for Children of Wesley
Center.

Norview United Methodist Women will have
a Christmas Potluck at the home of Gwen
Pullen, 4253 Llewellyn Ave #415. Please.
bring a pollyanna gift, a gift for our shut ms,
and a dish to share. Please call Gwen and let
her know if you plan to attend what you plan
to bring. All women are welcome but Gwen
needs to know if you are coming. Call her at
855-6853 before the potluck on December 2.

TRUSTEES REPORT

This is just a reminder to everyone. About six
months ago we did a major clean up at the
church. The trustees went through the church to
list things that needed to be done in each room.
Some people volunteered for particular ~obs:
Some things have been done but there IS stili a
lot of work to be done in the church. Any help
would be greatly appreciated. If you would like
to volunteer, Eleanor Ruth Davis will find you a
job that will fit into your schedule.

'The last thing I remember is Thanksgiving dinner.
I asked for wings."



2013

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

2 - Tina Bilski, Nick Lindsey, Danny Stroupe
4 - Norman Johnson
7 - John Franks
8 - Sharron Kendall
10-Sara Burrell, Chrystina Demchak
14-Pamela Sue Edwards
15-Victor Barker
16-Dean Riddick, Gary Stull
19-Devon Kendall
20-Ronnie Brown
21-Angie Cassidy
22-Eleanor Ruth Davis
23-Darrin McCloskey
24-Sean Cassidy, Darlene Waters
27-Nenita Alonzo
28-Justin Walker
29-Marie Killmon
30-Gwen Pullen

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

5 - Dawn Anderson & Kelly Shy 2 years
11-Amy Argabrite & Eric Whisman 2 years
18 - Cathy & Charlie Emerick 41 years

Mary & Elon Hadley 67 years

NOTE: If you have any additions or corrections
for either the birthday or anniversary lists for
any month, please call the church office
853-9361.

Mrs Nell B. Stimac and the
friends of her husband
Tony Louis Stimac who
died October 15, 2013 in
Norfolk.

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3, 2013

All Saints' Sunday and Church Recognition Day

Virginia Wesleyan College performance of
BIG RIVER

November 6-10 in the theatre on campus. Cost
is $15, students/seniors/ military $10

Call 455-3381 for information.

MAYOR"S COMMISSION ON POVERTY
REDUCTION TOWN MEETING

Thursday, November 7
Pretlow Library 6:00 PM

Ocean View Avenue

Sunday, November 10, 2013

Remembrance service with
power point presentation

VETERANS
DAY

Sunday, November 10, 2013
7:00 PM

KEITH ELGIN in Concert
Messiah UMC

411 S. Dominion Blvd.
Chesapeake VA 23323

Tickets $5.00
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Say "'JW'ljoul"
Have you ever sent a thank-you card
to someone for a gift you received?
You can send thank-you cards for
things besides presents. There are
many people around you who do very
thoughtful things for you every day.
Celebrate this Thanksgiving by
sending homemade thank-you cards
to the people you are thankful for.

What you need: ~"'"
• A list of people to thank ~

(as many as you want)
• Paper (colored construction

paper or white copy papej1r)
• Crayons, markers, paint,

stickers, etc. ~
• Envelopes (optional, ~

unless mailing)

.'77~;~
What to do:
1.Next to each name on your list,

write something that person has said
or done that was helpful or kind.

2. Fold each sheet of paper in half like
a card. (If you're using an
envelope, make sure it fits inside.)

3. Decorate the card's front with
drawings, stickers, etc.

4. Write a short note on the inside,
thanking the person for the thing
he or she did or said.

5. Deliver the cards in person or

s=e:kYOU ~.
may want to thank: IflC"t-1
• Family members ~/
• Sunday school teachers
• Sc~ool teachers ~~
• Fnends ~9/
• Neighbors ~
• People at church

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Norfolk, VA
23501
Permit No. 46

Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful for all the good things in our lives. God is
pleased when we are thankful because He knows that we remember the wonderful
things He does for us every day.

Directions: Use the picture clues below to figure out the verse about being thankful. The
minus (-) sign means take out the letter(s). The plus sign (+) means to add the letter(s),
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Psalm 107:1
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