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A SIMPLE STORY

The Christmas story is extremely simple. It cannot be complicated with theology,
philosophy or with argument; it is as simple as it gets. It is like a sunrise, or the
blooming of a rose and unsophisticated as a child's cry.

God through the centuries has manifested Himself in diverse and complex ways. We
see evidence of Him in complex scientific theories or a show on the history channel
about the universe, but God is like none of these. Christmas is as simple as the smile
on your grandson or granddaughter's face.

When God made His most apparent gesture of agape (self giving) love, the
giving of His Son, He wanted to be understood by all humanity. But there
were no fireworks, no loud trumpets and no special celebrations for such a
remarkable event. Rather, silently, quietly Christ entered our world in the
way each of us has come, as a weak and helpless child. Why? When
surely loud fireworks and trumpets could have announced His coming, why
did God choose from the most obscure of villages the most simple of
women? Was it not that by sharing our nature, His Son would speak our
language, understand what happens in our homes, sympathize with our
heartaches and comprehend our hopes and dreams. Had He come as
royalty, He would have been for us an unapproachable object of wonder
and awe. Had He come as a mighty conqueror, we should have honored



Him, but we would also have feared Him.

To be Himself a star most bright
To bring the wise men to His sight
To be Himself a voice most sweet
To call the shepherds to His feet
To be a child - it was His will
That folks like us might find Him still

John Erskine

And yet is there in all creation a more miraculous evidence of God's creatorship than a
newborn baby? Is there in all the vast reaches of the universe a more wonderful
expression of divine love than the child's first cry?

The Divine Messenger who announced to Mary the word of His coming said, " ... the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy, the Son of God" (Luke 1:35) A divine holiness attends all births, and the promise
which every newborn child brings to a mother's heart is an evidence of God's love.

Christ came into the world as a baby. He left the world thirty-three brief years later in his
manhood. From that day to this, there has been no more wonderful expression of God's
heart than the promise of this child and the fulfillment of His destiny. All life has more
meaning and purpose because of this child who came as the incarnation of God's
Grace.

Christmas is a simple story, divinely simple yet profoundly inspiring, showing what life
may mean for each of us.

In Christ
Joe



The State of the Plate

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Finance Committee! Advent is a time of
renewal, the birth of our Savior, a time for fellowship, peace, love and time with our
families. We hope you have a splendid and safe season and always remember that Jesus

is the reason for the season!

But on to business. The state of the plate has dropped a bit. To say it is fair would be a fib and not a true
representation of the financial status we currently face. Below average is a fair assessment. We are far
from broke, but the plate is a bit empty for the final push to our end of the year goals to complete some
remaining bills. In this time of giving, the question that is always asked-- How much do I give? Is ten
percent too much? To tithe means to donate or give ten percent of a harvest, yield or profit. Ten percent is
the Old Testament number that was dictated in Genesis and Leviticus. Jesus changed this thinking when
the "old laws" were cast out and the new rule from Acts 11:29, "Every man determined to give according
to his ability" replaced them. But it does still follow the proportional giving concept as explained in I
Corinthians 16:1-2, "On the first day of the week, each one should give as prospered. Some people
are comparatively prosperous and should give more; others are comparatively poor and should
give less."

For Norview UMC, our current status is:
We still have one month of Joe's pension outstanding from June of this year - $1300
We are still $2300 short for District Apportionments and $43,000 short for UMC Apportionments
We have borrowed $3000 from our Emergency Funds throughout the year and need to replace it

How should you donate? It should be through your heart, your head and your health. Do I want you to
place yourself or your family into a burden because of the desire to make a donation? NO! Donate
through your heart to help your church. Use your head to determine that figure, and use your health -
spiritually, physically and the health of YOUR finances. Don't short yourself on any of them in trying to
determine your tithe, and give accordingly. An Advent envelope is inside your newsletter this month for
you to catch up or to make that end of the year tithe to support what I have laid out for you or any other
church function you would like to support. A heartfelt THANKS to everyone for your donations and support
and love throughout the year and many blessings to you all for the coming New Year.

Your time is still worth something and is worth more spiritually than a tithe when you donate it to the
church. Small and big opportunities are available. A giant thanks to all who do volunteer and if you are
looking for volunteer opportunities, please contact David Clark @ 757-288-8120 or 757-855-7289 or
email david.d.clark@cox.net
That's all for this issue's State of the Plate. Continue to pray for our church and church family as we
continue on our journey toward a more perfecting congregation in Jesus' name. Remember that all of
your gifts and tithes provide
operating funds and program
support for the church to continue
God's work in the community, city
and worldwide efforts of the UMC.

DAVID D. CLARK
FINANCE CHAIRMAN



2013 ADVENT SEASON

The season of Advent begins on Sunday,
December 1, this year. Advent comes from the
latin word "adventus" meaning "coming." Advent
begins the church year starting four Sundays
before Christmas.
We will set aside a time to light the Advent
Wreath in our services this year. Advent has
been a season of preparation since the sixth
century. It is a time of preparing for Christ's
second coming even as we remember and
celebrate the first coming in Bethlehem. The
color of the season of lent, either purple or blue,
is used to symbolize forgiveness and
repentance. Traditions vary, but usually the
third or fourth week is more celebratory than the
others. Rose is the color of the candle of Joy as
we remember the Joy that filled Mary's heart as
the Angel Gabriel told her a special child would
be born to her.
December 1, The Candle of Hope
December 8, The Candle of Peace
December 15, The Candle of Love
December 22, The Candle of Joy
Christmas Eve/December 29, The Christ
Candle
If you would like to participate this holiday
season by lighting the Advent Candles
during worship, please let Pastor Joe know
of your wishes.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT
COMMUNION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
7:00 PM

FAMILY CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 12:15 PM

This year every family is asked to bring both a
"hot" and "cold" dish as well as a dessert.
There is not enough money for the church to
fur n ish chicken for
everyone, so if you
want to h a v e
ch icke n, you need to
donate to the "Fried
Chicken Fun d . "
Please give your
donation to David
Clark. We are
basically relying on
hot casseroles
and good side dishes
for t his luncheon to
h a v e variety.
Pie as e Christmas Dinner remember
to provide some type
of food for everyone to enjoy. We have always
enjoyed our Family Christmas meal and want it
to continue to delight all who attend. Invite your
family and friends to join you for worship
and the luncheon!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
SPECIAL CHOIR PROGRAM

Bring family and friends to be amazed and
inspired by our Angelic Quartet.



THIRD ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
COOKIE BAKE SALE

Can't believe it's that time of year again?
Well it is! And once again we're baking
cookies for Christmas. Cost is only $5.00 a
dozen and they are packaged fresh in nicely
decorated bags for giving. These cookies,
decorated by kids (both big and small), will
be delivered on Sunday, December 15, at
morning worship.

Adult volunteers are needed FRIDAY,
DECEMBER13, at 10:00 AM to bake lots of
cookies. LOTS OF VOLUNTEERS OF ALL
AGES ARE NEEDED SATURDAY,
DECEMBER14, at 10:00 AM to ice, decorate
and package the cookies. Please come out
and bring your children, grandchildren,
neighbors and friends to have a fun morning
at church. Plan to purchase your Christmas
Cookies from our church cookie bake sale
and allow kids, both big and small, to have
some holiday fun.

We are accepting donations of sugar cookie
mix, cans of white icing, cookie decorations,
food coloring, small cellophane bags and
ribbon. Drop off donations at the church by
Thursday, December 12. We hope every
church member will participate in some way
in this annual church family ministries
event. You do not have to be talented to
decorate Christmas cookies.

Norview United Methodist Women will have
a Christmas Potluck at the home of Gwen
Pullen, 4253 Llewellyn Ave #415. Please
bring a pollyanna gift, a gift for each of our
five shut ins, and a dish to share. Please call
Gwen and let her know, if you plan to attend,
what you plan to bring. All women are
welcome but Gwen needs to know if you are
coming. Call her at 855-6853before the
potluck on December2.

UNITEDMETHODISTMENDECEMBER
MEETINGMONDAY,DECEMBER2, 6:30 PM
Program: Stuffing Stockings for the
Salvation Army

Breakfast
"tli

SUNDAY
DECEMBER29

Our last $5
Breakfast Lunch
of the year!

~ DAVE

Our Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing and Very
Casual Dress Sunday followed by DAVE's
BIG BREAKFAST.DON'T MISS IT! Proceeds
go to the Food Pantry.

NUMC THRIFT SHOPPE & CLOTHES
CLOSETDATES

Saturday December7, & Saturday January 4

10:00AM to 3:00 PM

BARGAINSGALORE!!!

VOLUNTEERSALWAYSNEEDED



2013
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

1 - Leslie Clark
4 - Judy Ewing
5 - Brad Busby
6 - Katherine Harrell, Anna Mason
7 - John Crook
10-Stuart Birkel
11-Kelly Matthews, Joseph Willey
12-Loretta Bishop,

John Walker, Bruce Whitfield
13-Cathy Emerick
14-Gary Anderson
17-Jennifer Burrell,
19-Judy Burnett
22-Elizabeth McCloskey
23-George Chekas, Jenna Newton
26-Aiden Morton
27-Vincent Matthews
28- Mark Humphrey
3D-MarkAnderson
31- Kevin Willey

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

26 - Kelly & Vincent Matthews
28 - Betty & Ralph Doll
29 - Diana & Robert Beach
30 - Rosalinda & Edgardo Santos

7 years
65 years
24 years
54 years

NOTE: If you have any additions or corrections
for either the birthday or anniversary lists for
any month, please call the church office,
853-9361.

THANKS!

To Everyone at Church,
I would like to personally thank everyone for
their prayers, concerns, calls, cards and food
during the past year of my chemotherapy,
radiation therapy and surgeries. I am truly

blessed to have so many friends who have
supported me and David during this very difficult
and trying time. God bless, Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
Sincerely, Leslie Clark

00;/

Births in the Church Family

Congratulations to Mary Elizabeth Cassidy &
Sammy Blalock on the birth of their son
Atticus James Lee Blalock (AJ) on
November 9, 2013. AJ is the grandson of Sean
Lee Cassidy, Sr. and Angie Cassidy, the great
grandson of Martha Cassidy and Dolores
Cooper and the great-great grandson of Myra
Argabrite.

Congratulations to Jackie Greene and Tyler
Campbell on the birth of their daughter Charlie
Jane Campbell on November 10, 2013.
Grandparents are Sheila Killmon and Carl
Greene. Great grandmother is Marie Killmon.

Wedding Congratulations to
Katie Altom & Dan Aderholt married October
26, 2013 in Orange Park, FL. Katie is the
daughter of Lynn & Dan Altom and the
granddaughter of Marie Killmon.

*e. Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, December 7, 2013
Volunteers needed to decorate

Hanging the church for Christmas. Those
G~ns beautiful seasonal decorations

do not arrange themselves!
Come make our church look festive at 9:30 AM.
Lunch provided for workers.



"THANK YOU" to everyone who volunteered
and donated to the twelve (YES 12)
Thanksgiving Baskets we distributed on
November 25. You who gave money,
groceries, and time to fill these baskets
should pat yourselves on the back for a job
well done. This is the time of year we are to
be thankful for our blessings, and all who
contributed to those baskets were a special
blessing to the people who received them.
We worked with a professional agency,
National Counseling Group, and assisted
them with some of their needy families who
would not have enjoyed the Thanksgiving
holiday without our church's love and
generosity. "Well done, ye good and faithful
servants..." says our Lord to all Christians
who reach out and help those who are less
fortunate.

QUIETTUESDAY

Tuesdayfrom 11:00AM to 2:00 PM has been
designated "office time" by the pastor.
Please make you calls to the office from
10:00to 11:00 AM on Tuesdaysand observe
the quiet hours, because the pastor and
secretary needthe time to work undisturbed.
Please do not visit the office during these
hours unless you have made an
appointment. Since Joe has gone part time,
it is important that they have this time to
plan and work. After 11:00 AM on Tuesday
you may call the office and leave a message
on the answering machine. If there is an
emergency during the quiet hours, call the
pastor's cell phone 757-513-3932for him to

answer. Office hours are still 10:00 AM to
2:00 PM Monday through Thursday. The
office is closed on Friday. Thank you for
respecting this necessary Changewith the
church office.

ATTENTIONYOUTH

The NUMYFwill meet DECEMBER8 in the
upstairs Youth Room at 10:00AM. Breakfast
will be served. A January meeting date and
time will be set during the December
meeting.

JANUARY11,9:30 AM

Those decorations don't
put themselves away
either!
Pleasecome help!

You must remain focused on your journey to
greatness.

Les Brown

Each New Year,we earnestly resolve to stop
or start certain behaviors or activities within
the next 365 days. While New Year's
resolutions reflect the importance of goals,
we must not lose focus on the journey itself.
Each moment of the journey offers a chance
for learning, growth, and empowerment.
Focusing on the journey allows us to better
recognize our needs along the way. The
manner in which we choose to respond to
those needs will determine how successful
we will be in reaching our goals.



2014
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

1 - Peggy Lindsey
2 - Ralph Doll
3 - Edgardo Santos
4 - Justin Lee Graziano
5 - Joy Gabriel
6 - Elaine Anderson
9 - Lynn Argabrite, Sandra Brown
11-Melissa Argabrite, Russell Argabrite
13-Anne Anglen
15-April E. Coleman, Angela E. Nabotob
17-Mary Elizabeth Cassidy
18-Shirley Johnson
19-Nathan Demchak, Jane Kendall
21-Billy Crook
22-Fred Smith, Steven Lindsey
23-Claire Walker
27-Kinsey Abigail Knox
28-Kelly Witherow
29-John Birkel, Denny Kendall

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

21 - Peggy & Nick Lindsey 26 years

UNITED METHODIST MEN JANUARY
MEETING MONDAY, JANUARY 6,2014
6:30 PM
Program: Election of officers and 2014
Planning

COMING IN JANUARY

MORNING GLORY

WATCH BULLETIN FOR INFO

OUR FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
A CATCHY NAME

During the month of January, we ask that all our
church members submit a ''fun name" for our
Food Pantry. When we obtain our 501(c)3 grant
status, the food pantry must be separate from
the church in order to apply for funding, so we
need a catchy name to call and advertise our
Food Pantry. The name can not contain the
words "United Methodist Church" so let's be
clever and creative and come up with a name
people will like and remember. A basket for your
suggestions will be placed on the clavinova
(electric piano) at the front of the sanctuary.
Several church members will decide the winner
and a food gift card will be given as a prize at
the end of January.

ATTENTION! PLEASE DO NOT PLACE
MONEY OR VALUABLES IN THE CHURCH
MAIL BOXES OUTSIDE THE OFFICE. Torn
envelopes that had contained money and were
in the mailboxes have been found upstairs. We
are sorry that everyone is not trustworthy, so
please push all envelops that contain money
underneath the large metal office door (by the
drink machine) for safety purposes.



December 2013
Monthlv Planner

9:00 !Wi 1ii~ijQ;4;M~iijdpM::::' ..•....
¢i:9tM#::i~#~)j:
11:00 AM FOOD PANTRY
UNTIL 1 PM

11 :00 AM Com mm ion
Sunday

1:30 PM NA Convention
Committee Mtg.

2:00 PM Come to he Liglt
M"istry

FIRST SUNDAY
ADVENT

6:00 PM NA Mig.

98
9:00!Wi Anglcan Church

2:00 PM Area NAMlg. 11:00 AM FOOD PANTRY
UNTIL 1 PM7:00 PM Boy Seoul

MID.2:00 PM Corne to he Liglt
M~istry

7:00 PM Come to he Uglt
Bble Studyr\ :'\,

6:00 PM NA Mig.

15 16 18
~~~b.I~~~~j~::;
::1ti;3tiM1:5~+~gN)9il.::.
:.'"UNCft BU!'lPfjMti!.::.

9:00!Wi Anglcan Church

1111~\~~~i~~~~I:1
12:30PM H & lof NA Mig. 11:00 AM FOOD PANTRY

UNTIL 1 PM

2:00 PM Corne to he Uglt
Ministry

7:00PM Come to he Liglt
Bible Study..-iJtftrE

, .
8:00 PM AA Mg6:00 PM NA Mig.

22
9:00!Wi Anglcan Church

2:00 PM Come to he Uglt
Mnistry

Ch urch Office &
Clothes Closet C bsed

:·1

6:00PM NA Mig. 8:00 PMAA Mg

:-'1 T \V T F S

29 30
9:00!Wi Anglcan Church

11:00 AM Fifth Sunday
Hymn Sing Cesual

Service

~~~~:~~f;~\~~~'::,,)
3:oil:P.MSi~i.r'i;;'c~iiS!""
~i~I~~~,#::) :
5:30 PM Monthly Chor
Dinner it Cagney's

7:00 PM CHOIR
REHEARSAL

12
~ii!oifi>.M'ilio:p.M: .: ).
#iii\~M#W*W••. ;\
~ioo.p:~5.i~I~~'ihC~risi:'"
B!bl~~bl<!¥.

7:00 PM CHOIR
REHEARSAL

19
~QiMWvl4@gM'.>
9~~M9M~t:?:'}
~:QO:~r.iSI$i~i.jri¢tiiiSi": :
~ibi~~hi#:::> '.' ....
7:00 PM CHOIR
REHEARSAL

26
3:tili.p.;~sl~ti,T~iiichiiSi:.:
Bi~i~~iU'#'.,>'>
7;00 PM CHOIR
REHEARSAL
Church 'Office & Clothes

GlosetOpen Today

----"

Church Office &
Glothes Closet
Gloses at 12

Noon
10

17

h 8 9

II 1: 1:; I~ 15 16

8:00 PM NA Mtg.

13
10;00AM BAKING

GHRISTMAS GOOKIES
AT CHURCH

8:00 PM NA Mig.

14
10;00AM THIRD
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
COOKIE BAKE &
DEGORATE DAY

8:00 PM NA Mig.

20

8:00 PM NA Mig.

8:00 PM NA Mtg.

8:00 PM NA Mig.

21

8:00 PM NA Mig.

28

8:00 PM NA Mig.

S !\1 W T F S

" 7 X t) JI) 11

I~ D 1-1 15 16 17 IS

~6 ~7 28 29 ~O J I



January 2014
Monthly Planner

10

:WR~M9:~P,M::.' BURR.. .IT'S COLD
Dec20D Feb 2014 CJRt~e~ CI~$~f' . Om"SIDE!

s Tv! T W T F S S Tv! T W T F S 3;0~ P.;":Siste:i~(ri:Ch r~t:

2 4 (,
eibl~~W#::> ..

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 2 3 4 6 8
5:30 PM Monthly Choir
Dinner atCagneys

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 9 10 II 12 D 14 15

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 7:00 PM CHOIR
REHEARSAL

29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 ~8 7:00 PM ·9:00 PMNA
Spedal Events Mg.

5 6,.- -., 7.-- --.

8.00 PMAA Mg

:::::::::::::::::::::::::;:;:::::::::::;:::;:::::::::::.;::.:.'

8:00 PM NA Mtg. 8:00 PM NA Mtg.

9:00/lM Angican Church 6:30 PM UMM Dinner &
Business Mtg.

6:00 PM NA Mtg.

13

11:00 AM Epiphany
Sunday & Holy
Communion UNITED METHODIST

MEN
~~~

2:00 PM Com. 10 ~e Liglt
M~istry

12
9:00/lM Angican Church

11:00 AM Baptism olthe
Lord Sunday

2:00 PM Come 10 tre Liglt
Milistry

6:00 PM NA Mtg.

19
9:00/lM Angican Church

20
HOliDAY ·OFFK:E

CLOSED

12:30PM H&lof NA
Mtg.

2:00 PM Come 10 he Uglt
MInistry

Martin Luther Kng Jr. Day

,lt~~( -W.
y

r~IXi\;;; :'It: tal
~_~T.

6:00 PM NA Mtg.

26
9:00 ft..,., Angican Church

12:1SP.MAiliiiiiis.trafion
··>1~an\M,%·.···
2:00 PM Come 10 h. Liglt
Milistry

6:00 PM NA Mtg.

10:00 AM THRIFT
SHOPPE & CLOTHES
CLOSET

WpgM1~~@~M}::,
9ii\M~{:!f.~~W/·
7:00 PM Boy scout
Mlq.

8=====""",,,,,~~~I;~~~.~~::··
11:00AM FOOD PANTRY
UNTIL 1 PM

7:00 PM Come 10 he Liglt
Bbl. Study

8:00 PMAAMg

••• i~:3jJAM~oi-:~~lq~ ••
•• ' ·101'l.CH :B!JNC~.MT: G:' .'

11:00AM FOOD PANTRY
UNTIL1 PM

7:00 PM Come 10 h. Liglt
Bble Study

8:00 PMAAMg

9 ,,"",,'7"'":"""7"C"=~71.1(@illlivt:;~:~p;;".::•••••
ClRto.es ~I~s~! ::.

~\t~:;~S;7'·J~~~r~t••
7:00 PM CHOIR
REHEARSAL

16
r1"""'"Q:"7""no""""'. AM"'" ·"7"'i"":o~it""PM~·""'••• """'"••• "'":.
CiPih~~Ci~s~(••••:••••••••
~:Q~~~SJsl'isJ';:<;~r~t::.
BjbJ~~b;I.<IY••••••• •••• •··

7:00 PM CHOIR
REHEARSAL

25
9:00 AM 4:00 PMCre.we

Mema-ies Workshop

8:00 PM NA Mig. 8:00 PM NA Mig.

14
"'1""o;Q"'"o",m"'···· ••...,,'2:"'·ijO"'p"':m"'· ••••"'"••····"'••••

qriii@#!lt~m····
7:00 PM Boy Scoul
Mia.

21"""'=="..,..".....,=01
~t~~I(~~~j~.··
7:00 PM Boy Scoul
Mia.

8:00 PMAA Mg

29======01~~~~Ii~~'~~~..::
j~:ilQiiMNE.WSlE:rtER
::·WiiE.iNGt~M .

11:00 AM FOOD PANT-RY
UNTIL1 PM

7:00 PM Come to tie ligl1
Bbl. Study

.""~')"'J
'<'i." .

~==-.:...-::.::::.=='"'" I
8:00 PMAAMg

~\~\:~M~J;mt"J~·c~r~t •••

7:00 PM CHOIR
REHEARSAL

8:00 PM NA Mig.



rfie (Ydia oper Home
Cordially nvites Yon to Our

ANNUAL
HOLIDAY

Open House

en: December 8, 2013
Time: 2:30 p.m, to 4:30 p.m.

Where: 127East 40th Street
Norfolk, Virginia 23504

For Additional Information:
757·622..6979
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"Peace ~'"on Earth"
Ornament c;

Make this Earth ornament !
as a reminder to pray for

the peace Jesus will bring tJ
when he returns. "

What you will need: IJ
1. Clear glass omarnent ~.

2. Blue and green acry~IiC
craft paint -' {J;

3. sponge@'(j'
4. Scissors C1 :
5. Black permanent marker

(Sharpie) or black puffy craft paint

6. Pa!",r plate. ,<,
7. Glitter (optional) \8''- ~ - . \:::...>-

~ q~'" .v-.

@§
'l!:-' . _'.~/..,.>- S" . ;..r'

u? rr.:~1~.~
~~

Peace on Earth
Do you remember what King Herod did when he heard about the birth of Jesus?
He was so troubled that he issued a decree ordering the death of all male children
younger than 2 years old. Jesus was not born in a time of peace, but we can look

forward to His retum and believe what the heavenly host proclaimed.

Follow the maze through the verse.

START

suddenly
there

was with the angel

a multitude of the

praisingheavenly host

Iand saying,1 "Glory to God

~peace.1

toward men."

good will

Luke 2:13-14, KJV FINISH


